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July 2, 2008
Dear Superintendent:
I am writing to inform you about new Louisiana school laws that were passed in this year’s legislative session. Governor Jindal signed into law Louisiana Act 73 which requires schools, (public, non-public, parochial, or independent) to provide electronic transmission of compliance reports of Pre-K, kindergartens and all other first time enterers into the schools to the Office of Public Health – Immunization Program. These compliance reports must be submitted to the Immunization Program utilizing LINKS – Louisiana Immunization Network for Kids Statewide. If the schools have a compatible existing system that allows inter-phasing, we will work with them. This is an addendum to the existing school law that requires students to show proof of up-to-date immunizations at the time of enrollment in accordance with the Louisiana Immunization Schedule.
Also signed into law were Act 152 and Act 342 which requires that beginning with the 2009 – 2010 school year and continuing thereafter, a student shall provide satisfactory evidence of current immunizations against meningococcal disease and any other age appropriate vaccine as a condition of entry into the sixth grade.  Further, any student who has attained the age of eleven years or who is entering a grade other than grade six shall provide satisfactory evidence of current immunizations against meningococcal disease and any other age appropriate vaccine as a condition of entry into that grade. 
Also, Acts 342 and 573 states that the chief administrator of any city, parish, or other local public school or non public school that educate students who are subject to the requirements of this law shall be responsible for checking students records to ensure that  the provisions of the law are enforced.

Although most public school systems have been using LINKS since 2005, approximately 15% of the public schools are not reporting electronically while only 45% of the non-public is doing so.  As you may know, the LINKS system proved its value in the aftermath of hurricanes Katrina-Rita.  The immunization records of more than 40,000 displaced children were electronically accessed and allowed for their rapid school enrollment at their new schools.  Records of these children were located and accessed by schools, public health officials, and immunization providers from all 50 states.

Finally, ACT 210 requires city, parish and local public board the provision of information relative to the risks associated with human papillomavirus and cervical cancer.  Attached you will find the Vaccine 
Information Statement that can be used as an informative tool.
Throughout the year 2008 – 2009, our office will work individually with each school to bring about good faith compliance with the new laws.  Your help in distributing this information to all your Parish School Superintendents, Principals, Recovery Schools Districts, Charter Schools, etc. would be greatly appreciated.

Should you need further information or a demonstration of the LINKS module, please feel free to contact us at 504-838-5300.  Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Ruben A Tapia, MPH, Director

DHH-OPH Immunization Program
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