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REMINDER - MARCH 12, 2009
DATE:
December 8, 2008

TO:
Vaccines For Children Providers
FROM:
Rubén A Tapia, MPH. Director


DHH OPH Immunization Program

Subject:
Important message from CDC about nonviable vaccine returns to McKesson
Priority:
High

I am writing to call your attention to a serious safety matter regarding the return of non-viable vaccines to McKesson.  CDC is asking all Immunization Programs to remind all Vaccines For Children providers that in order to prevent serious health and safety hazard, needle safety and biohazard practices be followed when returning non-viable vaccines to McKesson.
Returns should include only spoiled or expired vaccines, in their original vials or pre-filled syringes.

Returns should NEVER include:
1. Used syringes, with or without needles;

2. Broken vials because these products are dangerous;

3. Wasted products such as a syringe that was drawn up but not 
used; or

4. Multi - dose vial from which some doses have already been withdrawn.

These products are not available for federal excise tax credit and should be disposed of properly by the provider, with any documentation as required by your office.

NOTE FOR THE 08-09 influenza season:  The only non-viable product that should be returned to McKesson containing a needle is the Fluvirin Novartis .5ml single dose pre-filled syringe with staked needle, NDC 66521-0111-01.  Providers returning this unused vaccine to McKesson must ship syringes with caps still in place and within the original packaging to the extent possible.
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To supplement this communication, CDC has created the attached flyer entitled “What NOT to Return to McKesson” which will be inserted into all vaccine shipments for a 6-month period of time, beginning later this month.  The flyer highlights the guidance contained in the bullets above. 

Inquiries may be directed to the Immunization Program at 504-838-5300.  The Immunization Program appreciates your part in distributing, and making this memo available to your staff.  Thank you for your immediate attention and assistance in this matter,
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