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To: 

Vaccines for Children providers











From:

Ruben A Tapia, MPH Director



Immunization Program

Date: 

September 14, 2011
Subject:
13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
This is a reminder to all pediatric providers from the State Immunization Program to immunize all children younger than 5 years of age who have not yet received 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine. This includes pediatric patients who have completed an age-appropriate series of PCV7, by adding one additional dose of PCV 13, including: 

• All children 14 through 59 months of age 
• Children 60 through 71 months of age with specified underlying medical conditions. 
In addition, children who began, but did not finish, a series with doses of PCV7 should complete their series with doses of PCV13.   A single dose of PCV13 may also be administered to children 6-18 years of age with specified underlying conditions).
Providers should not be using PCV7 at this time. If you have any remaining stock, please contact the VFC program or your private distributor for instructions. 

For detailed information about IPD and immunization with PCV13, please review the December 2010 federal ACIP recommendations at: 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5911a1.htm?s_cid=rr5911a1_e 

In addition for information about revaccination of hematopoietic cell transplant recipients, please see the 2011 ACIP general recommendations at: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr6002a1.htm?s_cid=rr6002a1_e 

The Policy on Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine can be found in the Immunization Policies and Procedures Manual September - 2011 edition pages 124 - 128. Our Policy on Vaccination of Hematopoetic cell transplants recipients can be found on page 200. These policies   

 can be accessed through LINKS web homepage under Document Center at: https://linksweb.oph.dhh.louisiana.gov/linksweb/main.jsp and DHH http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/offices/?ID=265 website for your convenience.  

Inquiries may be directed to the Immunization Program at 504-838-5300.  This communication should be printed and kept for reference with the OPH Immunization Policies and Procedures Manual.
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